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An accurate Defcription of the Gacac/rce, and the waj cf its Ch- 
ring and Hnshaneirjf^ 3'C. DireSions for Inqniries concerning 
Stent J and other Materials for the ufe of Building ; together 
with afkgfieSiion for retrivingthe Art of hardning and tempe- 
ring Steel for cutting hard Marbles. An Account of the Ad- 
vantages of Virginia , for building Ships. A way of making 
Vines grow to advantage,and for the obtaining riper, and grea- 
terplenty of Grapes* An Obfervationmade upon the Motion 
of the Hearts of two Animals^ after their being cut cut. An 
Accomptof two Books* I. ViniRbenaniy imprimis BACCA* 
RACEISISlSf Anatomia chymica , a Juh.Dav. Portzio Ph* 
^ M. D. II. De Poematum Cantu, e^ Firibus Rhythmi. 

An accurate Defcription of the Cacao-tree, and the wap of it'* 
Curing and Hutbandr/i ^ci, given by an Intelligent per [on 
now refidingin Jamaica. 

I Send you 00 this Ship a box, that hath in it ft Cacao* 
tree paiDted to the life. 'Tis certain, nothing was 
ever more like } and this Pidure contains the whole Hiftory 
of the Cacao. It's of an old Tree 5 the body of which (as 
they cwnmonly are,) is about 4 inches in diameter, 5 foot in 
height, and above i a,f rom the ground to the top of the Tree. 
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Thcfe Trees are exceedioely different amoogft tl^ihnlelvei ; 
forjbmc flioot up in a or j bodies j others in one, is this,Their 
Leaves are many of them dead, and moft difcolour'd, unlefs 
on very youog "Trees. They are not at all beautifirf, nor fo a* 
greeable to the Eye, as the Fruit is to the Palate of them that 
love Chocolatto. The number of Codds the Tree produces. 
Is uncertain .• But we reckon, a bearing Tree yieldH from z 
to S pound ofnuts a year 3 and each Codd contains from 20 to 
30 nuts* 

The Manner of Curing them is 1 to cut them down when 
they are ripe, and to lay them to fweat 3 or4daycs in the 
Codds 5 which is done by laying them on heaps. After this 
they cut the codds, and take out the nuts, gnd put them into 
a trough cover'd with plantan-leavcs, where they fweat again 
about 1 6 or 20 days. The nuts that are in each codd, are knit 
togtther by certain fibres, and have about them a white kind 
of pu'p, that's agreeable to the palate. By the turning and 
fwctting their little firings arc brokeo,and the pulp is imbibed 
and mingled with thcfubftance of the out. After this, they 
are put to dry ? or 4 weeks in the Sun , and then they 
become of a rcddifti dark colour , as you fee, and fo arc 
cured* 

What is remarkable in this Fruit iis,that the Codds grow, on- 
ly out of the Body or great Limbs and boughs s, arid that at 
the lame time, and in the fame place,there are bIo(Ibms,young; 
and ripe fruit, 

Thefe Trees bear at different timesithe grcatcft crop.at moft 
of cur Cacao walks is in BeceatBer and ^anttarf : Bui at one 
ef Colonel Aiodifords walks,whcnce this Tree was takcn,they 
bear moft in AUy 5 yet its not above 5 miles fronnhofe walks, 
which bear alwaies in December : But thofe that bear 
then, have feme fruit in A^fij/j as tht'otherhaveia December , 
It's plante'' fiirft intheNut, alwaies under fhidc: Somedo 
k under C<?j?Ji/e5 ©thcrs, under Plantan-trcejar.d feme in the 
Woods. The Spaniards afcd a certain large Ihady plant , 
calPJ by them Midre di Cacao : We only thothers » and fel* 
dom tranfplant, only v.hf-re it fails, a' it doth many times in o- 
pcg^ poor and dry laudj ; forj^ this Tree requires to bcfhc^ 
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ter*d from the Sun while 'tis young, and alwaies from the 
Kord Eaft winds^ and to have a ht moili low (oyl, whidb 
makes them to be plamed commonly by Eltvers and between 
Mountains: So.that 'tis ill living where there are good Cacao* 
walks. In a year's time the Plant comes to be 4 foot highland 
hath a leaf (ix times as big as an old Tree, which, as the Plant 
grows bigger, falls off, and Icflcr come in their placc,which is 
another extraordinary quality of this Tree. 

The Trees are commonly planted at 12 footdiftancej and 
at 5 years old, where the ground is good, and the Plant prof- 
perou$5 it begins to bear a little, and then they cut down all or 
(bme of the ftiade, and fo the fruit increafes till the loth or 
I ath year •■, then the Tree is fuppoled to be in its prime. How 
long it may continue fo, none with us can gucfs s but it's cer« 
tain, the root generalfy fiioots out fuckers , that fupply the 
place of the old ftock when dead or cut dowOjUnlefs when a- 
oy ill quality of the ground or air kill both. 

Neither we,nor our neighbours ofHtJpatiiola or Cnl>4 know, 
what to attribute this late blafl; of the Cacao to. Some fancy, 
*tTsagci others think, 'tis worms 5 fome believe it to be want 
of ftiade, or an ill quality of the winds 5 but moft judge it's 
feme Conftellation or ill Difpofition of the Climate, We 
formerly might have made here 2 or 300000 pound per art- 
nnm j but theft; two laft years hardly 500c. Yet are not peo- 
ple at all difcourag'djbut plant it fatter than ever, efpecially 
to the Eift ward, where are divers young walk»,that have not 
one dead or blafted tree. 

Cacao was originally of thefe Indies and wild. Towards A/«- 
raeajo are divers Spots of it in the mountains^ and I am 
informcd.the Portuguefeshavclately difcovcr'd whole Wood* 
of it up the River of Jliaranon. 

This is the Hiftory of the Cacao and its Husbandry* 
You cannot be ignorant of its ufe and virtue j buc nothing, 
me thinks , commends it fo much , as that it ihould paft 
by detail for Mony in N«» spam and the Silver-Couo^ 
tries. 
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